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PREFACE. 


HE following Pieces are written with 


role, both becauſe the former is likely to 
prove more agreeable than the latter, as 
well as to accuſtom young Folks to rhyme, 
which they will occaſionally meet with in 
the courſe of their reading; beſides, 
Poetry generally more forcibly impreſſes the 


ſubjects upon their young minds; and thus 


more ſteadily engages their attention. 
Dreams, Fables, and Similitudes, are 
well known to have been uſed with ſucceſs 
in conveying the Golden Leſſons of Vir- 
tue, not only to Vouth but to Perſons of a 
maturer age; therefore, if this little plan is 
not defective in execution, it is preſumed 
that the vehicle is unexceptionable. The 
A 3 In- 


an Idea of conveying Inſtruction in a 
pleaſing manner, and in Verſe rather than 


dk Mo. bon en 


at the end of each Viſion. ' 


ſented fo as to render them objects of fea; 


— 


EET ACE. 
Inferences are left clear, and ſhort Morals, II 
compriſed in a fingle Diftich, are ſubjoined 


The errors to which Childhood and Youth | 
are liable, aptly enough furniſhed ſubjects Fe 
for the performance. If theſe are repre- fy 


and diſlike, the main end is anſwered. On IA, 


the whole it is not too much to ſay, that 


ſome Pains have been taken with it, in or- Kro 


der to render it ſubſervient to the principal Ja, 


Intention of a { 
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INTRODUCTION. 


N 


lf I from Lilliput Inſtruction bring. | 


guide; 


And that, on my arrival, ſoon I found 


Vhere if one dreamed, 'twould give inſtruc- 


ON DER not, little Folks, to whom 1 
I fing, 


Wiſdom, howe'er it comes, 1s your beſt 
And fetch'd from far, yet near may be apply d. 


Suppoſe me by my Genius then convey'd 
o that ſame land where Gulliver was laid; 


\ ſpot there, Which they called Fairy Ground; 


tion due ;--- 
Suppolc I flept there, and I dreamed for you. 
Viſions and Fables wiſdom oft declar'd 
Dt old; apd now they merit your regard: 
light them not then,---for your own ſakes, 
believe | 
The Morals which from us you here receive: : 


vii INTRODUCTION, * 


Tis all we aſk our journey to repay; 


Tis all we hope from what we here diſpla : 
For yours through life, whatever may betide 


Counſelled by us, take Virtue for you 
Guide. 
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DIS OBE DIE N GCE. 
4 
A 5ſlumbering ſoftly I was laid, 
At night in Lilliputian ſhade; 
he little world before my fight 


Had clos'd, and ſhut out parting light: 
| 
B 


Dreams in Liliput. 


No more the pretty Nightingale 
By moon-light told her tuneful tale; 
No more did little Crickets ſing, 
Nor Glow-worm his “ ſmall Lanthorn 
c bring :” 
But in my Dream I took my way, 
Through fields (me-thought) at early day; 
And there a friſking Lambkin ſtray'd, 
All full of play, from ſhade to ſhade! 
Forgetful of his Dam and Fold, 
He ſkipp'd about quite gay and bold! 
A Goat he met, who (but in vain) 
Advis'd him to go home again : 
Told him of dangers which, unſecn, 
Lurk'd often underneath the Green: 
And beaſts whole monſtrous jaws devour, 
Unguarded young when in their power. 


The Lamb gave ſeeming heed 'twas true, 


Yet meant his fancy to purſue: 
So on he tripp'd with cager haſte, 
ath he paſs'd; 
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Till, careleſs, to a marſhy ground 
He came, with graſs all pleaſant crown'd ; 
There gay and lightly as he trod, = 
Bencath him ſhook the trembling ſod! 1 
Yet he goes on, till waters riſe 3 
Where'er he, frighted, caſt his eyes! ö 
Without a friend, without a guide, bz 
He ſees his fate on every ſide! , 
For if he paſs'd the riſing flood, ! 
Juſt on the brink a Wolf there ſtood, [ 
Ready to ſeize upon his prey, 
If he ſhould paſs the dangerous way ! 

Now, as he ſtruggled with his fate, 
And thought on good-advice, though late, 
Again the Goat appear'd, and gave 
Good counſel in diſtreſs to fave; 
And where acroſs the marſh was laid 
A new fallen tree, he lent his aid 
To bring the Lamb, with ſtruggling ur'd, 
In ſafety to the ſhore defir'd; 
While he the Wolf at diſtance cy'd, 


And all his danger paſt beſide! 
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| 1 Dreams in Lilliput. 
The Goat his leſſon now renew'd, 
The Lamb the counſel now purſu'd, 
{! Andto his Dam held back his way, 

[| Promiſing never more to ſtray ; N 
Owning the young one's ſafety lies 
Under a watchful parent's eyes. 

A tender mother view'd the ſcene, 
As with her boy ſhe tripp'd the Green; 
| Bidding him mark the whole with care, 
The fault---the folly---and the ſnare :* 
He ſaw; and, trembling at the view, 

| Clungto her breaſt, who trembled too; 
While ſhe, ſoft-ſighing as ſhe ſmil'd, 

| More cloſely claſp'd her darling child. 


From care parental when you y, 


i *Tis time to dread ſome danger 41 ig h, 4 
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HE buſy vw orld was gone to iN 
And fleep had made the poor man, bleſt; 
W. hen I was hurried in a Dream, 
Cloſe to a gertly-Howing 20 ſtream; 
Upon whote banks, in pleaſant ſort, . . '. + 
N In fair- time, folks were met for ſport | 
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Two lads I ſaw among the throng, 
Who buſtled haſtily along; 
Two balls, ſtruck from a wicket near, 
| They follow'd faſt, with hope and fear; 
One ſeem'd to be of ſhining white, 
The other black when cloſe in fight; 
But hollow both, and unconfin d! J“ 
Iho' caught, no force could ever bind! 
Mines dark“ Mines light,” each J“ 
ſcarce could ſay, bs 
Before they flew again away ! - 
Yet theſe the youths made all their care; J. 
|  Nought elſe could pleaſe them at the Fair: | “ 
| He to whom chance would give the black“ 


|] Cry'd ee'n as if his heart would crack! Þ *© 
| While he who kept the white in view, I 
| Caper'd about as mad-men do! c 
Though but a moment's joy his own, 4 
Before the airy toy was flown! c 


Thus carrying on this idle trade, 
| By turns they laugh'd, they wept, an 
| play'd j | 
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ill a grave matron, to decide 
Their filly griefs and ſenſeleſs pride, 
Rewarded both, for ſmiles and tears, 
With-----cap and bells, and aſſes cars. 

Her name was Judgement; near at hand, 

Cloſe by my ear, ſhe took her ſtand: 

Laugh'ſt thou,” ſhe ſaid, 4 ſuch fools to 
5 lee? 

Be wiſe, that none may laugh at thee. 

{© Thoſe balls are idle filly toys, 

Light diſappointments, fancied joys; 

*© Which childhood---youth---too often 


{© Inftead of things of higher kind; | mind, 


And hence, when of maturer age, 
No due reſpect can they engage; 


© Their precious early hours miſspent, 


Fears bring not wiſdom nor content. 
Then gain in time, by Prudence, praite, 
Or wear the Fool5-cap all your days.“ 


If trifles vour attention (lum, — 
Hope not for Honour, Wealth, or R ame. 
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ETHOUGHT as on a hill I ſtood, A 

And far and wide the landſcape view'd$y, 

In haſte I ſaw a boy paſs by, in. 


With merry look and ſparkling eye; ſyn 

Yet ſometimes ſtopp'd to look around, 

Where trees or flowers the mcadows crown'd on 
„ 7 Lift 

ill 
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iſtening to birds, or water's fall, 

Ir © babbling Echo anſwering all.” 
At length, within a flowry brake, 
Vhere Fairies oft' their paſtime take, 
\ beauteous figure {truck his eyes, 

\t leaſt fo pretty to ſurpriſe ; | 

\ creature ſhining to the view, 

Vith wonderous coat of various hue, 
\nd colours ſparkling to behold, 
\zure and green, with ipecks of gold! 
\ while he ſtood, and ſilent gaz'd, 

Till curioſity was rais'd; 

Vhich led him, luckleſs, void of fear, 
o rouſe the ſleeping danger near: 

t was a Snake, that basking lay, 
\s weary'd in the heat of day; 
ut rifing ſoon, with venom'd tooth 
\ttacks and wounds the heedleſs youth; 
Vho then deplores with racking pain, 
His raſhnefs; but deplores in vain. 
Tondemn'd long time in pain to groan, 
Tin ſage phyſicians eas'd his moan; 


And 
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10 Dreams in Lilliput. | * 
And taught this truth, without diſguiſe, -- 
Experience only makes Fools wile.” 


While, full of ſport, the hours vou paſs, 
Beware the Snake beneath the grafs. 
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9 REAMING, a verdunt plain I view'd, 
That border'd on a ſhady wood; 

(car which a yard with Poultry ſtor'd, 

upply'd an hoacit Farmer's board. 

Kite I ſpy'd, that many a day 

ad made the fineſt towls his prey, 

azing on all with gluttonous cygs, - 

Tull three that day had been his Prize, 
Young 
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put. 


Young as they were, poor thoughtleſs elveſ 
Not knowing how to guard themſelves !---f x 
But now, at laſt in theft grown old, 
Wanton and ſtrong, iff miſchief bold, 
The Cock and Hen, a ſtately pair, 
Watching their yet remaining care, 

The Felon faw :---On prey intent, 

From high his courſe towards them bent: 
As parents, they their young defend, 
And art and ſtrength can ſerve no end! 
The Kite ſaw this, and would have fled, 
As cowards do, and hung his head; 

He ſtretch'd his wings---but fee, from far, 
The Farmer threatens dreadtul war! 


Off goes the gun !---In vain he flies! 

In blood the wicked robber lies! | 

„Harm watch, harm catch,“ . the coc 
loud crows, | 


And wakes me from my ſweet repoſe. 


To feet another's 7oods forbear ; 
Bull make your ov your Lonrſh care. 
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MOODY CHANGES. 


ACH weary bird had ſonght its neſt, 
When in a grove I ſunk to reſt;--- 
fancied then I ſaw a train | 


Call 


hat gamboll'd merry o'er the plain; 
mall as che Lilliputian race, 
beyond them far in air and grace; 
0 93 
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14 Dreams in Lilliput. 

All in a ring, with nimble feet, 

They danc'd to muſic clear and ſweet! 
And near them, in a pleaſant ſhade, 

A pretty, tender Boy was laid: 

There while repos'd, from trouble free, 
They kiſs'd, and call'd him Infancy. 

For him the Fairies tripp'd along, 
And ſtrove to pleaſe him with their ſong; 


An 


Lach brought ſome toy -he took themall, -- 


But till for ſomething aero would call. 
To nothing conſtant found was he, 
But“ Love of dear Variety.“ 

Though on his cradle Nature ſhowers 
The choiceſt ſweets, the faireſt flowers, 
And rich perfumes by breezes borne, 
And lovelieſt roſe without the thorn; 
As all to charm his fancy ſtrove, 

The 44 could only gain his love; 

His face was ſtill an April day, 
Of ſmiles and tears that paſs'd away, 
Ere yet the nimble hours prepare 

To bring, with time, his load of care; 


WI 
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And pay, too ſoon, the changing Boy, 
ich tedious days for ſlighted joy. 


Early the changeſul mind appears, 
And foibles ripen with our years. 


— 
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VISION VI 


or 
YOUTHEUL FRAIETY: 
FH Wanton leſt his cradled bed, 
The younger Fairies all were fled; 

The ſun- ſhine ſeem'd more bright to glow, 
The lwelling breeze more briſk to blow; 
And {as 1 dream'd) he that was laid 
Like Nature's nurſeling in the ſhade, 
Now join'd in dance x jovial train 

hat frolick'd careleſs o'er the plain; 


O's 
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O'er hills and vales they tripp'd along, 


And loudeſt echoes caught their ſong: 

The Youth ſtill found new toys engage, 

New trifles pleaſe his growing age. 

Where he beholds the river glide, 

What glittering fiſhes ſkim the tide! 

When he admires the azure ſkies, 

What pretty painted clouds ariſe! 

While butterflies, on ſilken wing, 

Play all around, the pride of ſpring! 
He ſaw, - and triumph'd in the ſight! 


He blets'd the hour he ſaw the light! 


And bleſs'd the preſent hour! nor thought 

What duty or fair wiſdom taught: 

Pleaſure was all he wiſh'd to own, 

Nor dream'd but of himſelf alone. 
Thus {till paſs'd on the cager Boy, 

Through various ſcenes of fancicd joy, 

As ſtill before his dazzled fight 

Aroſe freſh proſpects of delight, 

Which crooked Error's witch-like power 

At will could conjure up each hour: 


C4 But 


But ſummer ſuns and ſmiling ſkies 
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Could not for ever charm his eyes. 
Before his fond miſtake he found, 
Black ugly clouds were gathering round; 
And long expos'd to various ſtrife 

Of elements that threat his life; 

And loſt in wilds where briars gro- ,, F 
As in a wilderneſs of woe !--- { 
He ſtood, and ſigh'd; when beauteous Truth, *. 
Heav'nsdarling child! approach'd the Youth _ 
Before her never-failing glaſs, 

She made thoſe gaudy ſhapes to paſs, 

That once had led his ſteps aſtray, 

Oh then! how dull they paſs'd away! 

How trighttul too did many ſhow, 

That once could with falſe colours glow !- 
Thus barren did ſhe leave the ſcene, 
Wherever Errors track had been !--- 

The ſtorm then clear'd; he turn'd his eyes, 
And through her glaſs ſaw Jive rife, 


To her fair Truth now guides his aim, 
And bids him rite by her to Fame, 


Me 


Dreams in Lilliput. 19 
Methought the Youth her plan purſu'd ; 
Repenting,---grew both wiſe and good; 

And gain'd Fame's temple, then in view; -- 
ſlaw, and wiſh'd to follow too. 


Ae they in 5 youth, 
A guitn not Error's paths for Truth, 
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B E FO RE the riſing fun had drawn : 
| X ; Stil 
The glittering dew-drops from theft 

lawn, | 


| At 
| Before the little Lark had given 
3 3 n 
| His early thanks in fongs to Heaven, 
SP 2 : 0. 
| | A tecond fleep had clos'd my cyes, Atl 
| | Al 


And Fancy bad this Viſion rite. 
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In a deep wood by night] ſtray'd, 
Vhere lofty trees ſpread thickeſt ſhade 
Good things of day” had diſappear'd, 
Ravens and hooting owls I heard; 

Nor could the filver moon be ſeen, 

Nor twinkling ftars the clouds between | 
But the rough winds roar'd loud around ! | 
heard and trembled at the found! 
hough c I ſhook I could not ſay; 

No danger croſs'd me in my way; 

'Twas but the want of light I knew, 

ind that the world all wanted too. 

Thus while I ſtray'd, one only bird, 
Loud chirping from the ſpray, I heard! 
Vith joy ſhe ſtrain'd her little throat, 
Still warbling on from note to note: 

H1s praiſe who made us all ſhe ſung, 
At laſt as with a human tongue! 
\nd ſang fo ſweet, that tho” a child, | 

could not dread fuch accents mild! vv 

All fear my panting breaſt forſook; 1 


Vhile to the pretty bird I ſpoke. 
3 | I ask'd, 


he 
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I aſk'd, © How ſhe, at dead of night, : 
Could ſing as ſweet as birds of light? 
« While gloomy ſhades the world confin'df* 
« And awe and terror ſtruck the mind?” Þ** 
I aſk'd all this, and much beſide, he 
When thus the ſongſtreſs ſoft reply'd: x 

% Sweet child, I warble here below A 
Hymns which no change of ſeaſon know 
© The ſummer's heat, the winter's froſt, 
The ſun, the moon, the ſtormy hoſt, 
© The day, the night, the earth, the ſky, 
* Belong to Hi that rules on high! 
Light, darkneſs, both to Him belong; 
And both deſerve his creatures ſong. 
If thou art the child of innocence, 
* His guiding hand ſhall lead thee hence; 
Or here protect thee by his power; 
Nor ſtorms ſhall hurt, nor beaſts devour 
Nor evil ſpirits dare to harm 
Who truſt to his Almighty arm. 
Let then the wicked only fear, 
«© Whoſe darkeſt deeds to Him are clear. | 
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Remember this;---nor dread the night; 
But fly ſuch deeds as ſhun the light.“ 
She ſaid, and mounted to the ſkies. 
put then fair day began to riſe. --- . 
„vak'd, conſidering in my mind 
he inſtruction by the dream defign'd; 
ſolved, though darkneſs wraps the ball, 
o truſt in Him who made us all. 


E 


WY Put ſuperſtitious dread away; 
Fear only God, and him obey. 
„„ 
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VAIN- BOASTING 
SAW, in dream, a woodland ſhade, 


Beneath which various ſnares were laid: 
Meanwhile, in air, I could ſurvey 


he) 

Huge, monſtrous, threatening birds vc; 
prey ! | | "F 
The little pretty tuneful throng A 


Saw not, but ſang their merry ſong: ir 


Dreams in Lilliput. 25 
zut near at hand a Parrot view'd 

. His own bright feathers in the flood; 
\ Magpye too with noiſy throat, 
oaſted of his engaging note; 
ind having certain words at will, 
hought none ſhould e' er diſpute his ſkill. 
beſe, if a luckleſs bird was caught, 
zugh'd loudly at his want of thought; 
Jeeming themſelves too wile by far 
o dread the Hawk, the gun, or ſnare. 
Forth from the ſhade they took their way, 
o ſhake their plumes in open day; 
nd, as they travell'd ſide by ſide, 
ch fed his ozwa and t' others pride: 
hen lo! as dropping from the skies, 

» fppear'd two Birds of mighty ſize! 

id iow nought avail'd the boaſters' care, 

hey ſeiz d, and bore them through the a ir! 


heir ſcorn of others fate was ſhewn 


nable to prevent their own. 
A Sparrow that beheld their fate 
urp'd forth this leſlon to his mate: 
By Þ „Happy 
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« Happy are we ſuch ills to ſhun; 
«© But not by pride is fortune won: 
& Folly to Vanity gives birth, 
And boaſting is no ſign of worth.--- _ 
« *Tis well for thoſe who 'ſcape.a ſnare, 
© But Prudence bids us all beware.“ 
He ſaid, as far away he flew, 
And from the danger (wiſe) withdrew, 


Wiſdom is not by boaſting ſheton, 
She dwells with fortitude alone. 
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GUILTY CONSCIOUSNESS. 


I THOUGHT I ſtood at early day, 
And view'd the ſhadows paſs away; 
While, as the morn began to riſe, 
The purple clouds ſtreak'd o'er the skies! 
Enjoying the ſweet paſſing breeze 
That gently ſhook the nodding trees. 
D 2 
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At this bright hour, when all is joy, 7 
When prayers and praiſe the Good employÞ p 
The Lark ſtrain'd high his little throat, 8 
Mounting towards Heaven with tuneful note! 

Juſt then the ill-omen'd Bat appear'd, 1 
Who the bright ſun- beams always fear'd: J. 1 
And (as I dream'd) aloud complain'd, 
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EE 

That no dark ſhadows now remain'd.--- J. \ 
He prais'd the covert of the night, * 
Ass thieves that dread the riſing light, 7 


Whoſe rays “ he wonder'd e'er could pleaſef, 1 
Men, birds, or beaſts that lov'd their eaſe.” T 

The Lark who heard him, ſtrait reply'd, I. 
In vain your own defects you'd hide: 


„ Yourſelf, the Owl, the Raven too, 


May love the night l- your courſe purſue; 
« Fly from the chearful, friendly ray; 
« But give us leave to like the day.“ 
Fes (cry'd the Bat), I'll haſten hence 
* But wonder at your want of ſenſe! 
If you knew but how well the dark 
** Shades us, you'd hate to be a Lark; 
% You'd 
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* You'd leave the glare of ſun- ſhine . 
And wiſh for night before twas noon.” 

* True (ſaid the Lark) were. your courſe 

os OM 

' Freely 1 ſhould he light refign : 
But different plans whillt J attend, 
Be ſure the ſun-ſhine is my friend. 
Which of us two by all is priz'd? 
Which of the two by all deſpis'd? 
For either here to tell were pride, 
Let thoſe who know us beſt decide: 

"*F Thoſe wonder not who judge aright, 
d, þ That deeds of darkneſs ſhun the light.“ 


= 


To ſhades the wicked ſteal away, 
ae The juſt are found in open day. 
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DREAM'D, by a cool fountain's dae 


J lay repos'd at evening: tide; 
And in the ſtream reflected, view'd 
The ſetting ſun, the neighbouring wood ; 
The flowers and lofty trees that rife, 
Lifting their branches towards the skies. 


Then 


her 
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There whilſt I gaz'd, a prattling child, 
Who round its border play'd and fmil'd, 
In wanton ſport a pebble threw 

Into the ſtream ſo fair to view; 

How chang'd the ſcene !---No more below 
Seem'd other flowers and trees to grow ! 

No more the pretty pictur'd skies | 
And mimic ſun-ſhine met my eyes! 

Twas all diſorder, far and wide! 

Which quickly ſpread from ſide to fide! 


The picture ſpoil'd I fondly mourn'd, 


And wiſh'd the calm again return'd; 
When a grey-bearded friend to youth, 
Bade me attend the voice of truth. 
«Tis thus (ſaid he) the temper even 
«© Shews the fair image ſtamp'd by Heaven; 
As Holy Scriptures plain have ſaid, 
© That we were in Gop's likene!s made; 


But when diſturb'd by paſſion's ftway, 


«« Be ſure that image muſt decay; 


* Tuſt as you ſaw the paſſing ftream 
Reflect the ſun's moſt cheartul beam, 


And 


8 ' Fa 
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« And all the beauteous proſpects round, 
% With trees, and graſs, and flowerets 
5 crown'd; | 
But once diſturb'd, the landſcape gay 
% Was gone and vaniſh'd all away! 
So 'tis with you, the like you'll find 
When fooliſh paſſions vex your mind: 
| «© Which, as your years and ſtrength 
| -*:;ncreale,. 
„ FEncourag'd, muſt deſtroy your peace; 
Il © Leave you unhappy and diſtreſt, 
„And raſe Gop's image from your breaſt.” 
He ſaid, and made me thus diſcern 
In dreams, what waking folks ſhould learn. 


Learn foon your paſſions to ſubdue, 
Or they, too foon, Twill maſter you. 
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V-IS10N 


WW] SELF-SUFFICIENCY. 
ANDERING in dreams amidſt a 


. 


wood, 
here trees in goodly order ſtood, 
1 ſpring; the wind blew from the weſt, 
ind every bird had made its neſt : 
I had---but one---that ſeem'd defign'd 
) N oft worthleſs of the feather'd kind; 3 
8 by Yet 
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Yet, as ſhe thought ſhe needs muſt ſhare, F? 
With all her kind; a mother's care, 
She try'd to build, in aukward ſort, - 
And thus became her neighbour's ſport ! 
This made her rave, in anger, loud.--- 
The worthleſs often are moſt proud! 

The friendly Swallow griev'd to ſee 
The Cuckoo hop from tree to tree, 
And mindleſs what her neighbours ſaid, 
She kindly offer'd needful aid. 

The Bird perceiv'd the good intent; 
Together ſoon to work they went; 
But as the induſtrious Swallow, skill'd 
In proper form the neſt to build, 
Inſtruction in due time ſupply'd, 
All this I knew,” the Cuckoo cry'd.--- 
Often ſhe ſaid ſo- - proud to ſhew 
A boaſt of what ſhe did not know. 
The Swallow's patience tir'd, at laſt, 
Away what ſhe had done ſhe caſt ;--- _ 
* If you ſuch knowledge can diſplay,” 
Said ſhe, build by yourſelf I pray!“ 
5 The 
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hen left the fool with ſpleen oppreſt :--- 
o Cuckoos ne'er can build a neſt. 


Knowledge from others flrive to gain, 
Or elſe a ſelf-woilPd dunce, remain. 


> VISION 


36 Dreams in Lilliput. 


TI S-1 0-N MM 4 


FALSE PLEASURE. Pl 
ETHOUGLHT I ſtood beneathaſhadeſ* 


And ſaw where Youths and Maiden: 


play d; h 

All pleas'd alike their different 8 oo 
But ſome, with inconſiderate haſte, af 
er 


| 
O'er flowery lawns, thro' woodlands ſtray'd | 
Ji! 19 the winding maze betray'd 


O 
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f FoLLy, ſtrew'd with many a thorn, 
ed by falſe hope, they ſtray forlorn !--- 
»Frhilſt others, with more ſteady pace, 
Rejoic'd thoſe ſtraiter paths to trace, 
ich often rough, yet carried all, 
t Jaſt, to fair CoOxNTENTMENT'S Fall. 
Now did I ſee a lovely Boy, 
is doating mother's darling joy; 
y her to Faxcy's guidance left, 
y SELF-WILL of all care bereft; N 
(ho wanton ſtray'd through crooked ways, 
Frhich led to For Ly's endleſs maze! 
t length grown bold, tow'rds vice he tends, 
ALSE PLEASURE her aſſiſtance lends, 
ill cloſe to DAN GER's brink he came, 
Jef here ſtood Vain CONFIDENCE, proud 
| Dame! | 
Tho urg'd him nearer ſtil] to go, 
For heed the yawning pit below.--- = / 
TRUDENCE in vain would cheek his haſte; 
ler decent bounds he quickly pals'd; 
E And 


cn 


O 


| 
: 
| 
| 
: 
| 
| 


Till ro ConTEXTMENT'S manſion led, 
At laſt he reſts his weary head. 
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And certain now had ventur'd on, 

And been by one falſe ſtep undone! 

But that by her yet glimmering light, 

ExAamPLE open'd to his fight 

A volume, that convinc'd the Child 

How SE1 F-WILL always youth beguil'd! 

How by indulgent fondnets loſt, 

They oft” repented to their colt ; 

As from the Rock, while tempeſts roar, 

They plunge in guilt,---to rife no more! 
Frighted he view'd; and turning, toun 

Thorns planted 1 1n each path around ! 

And near him {aw grim beaſts of prey, 

And hifing terpents in his way !--- 

But keeping FRUDENCE Vet in view, 

Her paths returning to purſue; 

The gentle Fairy kindly ſhew'd 

Her lamp to guide him through the road, 

With terrors and with troubles ſtrew'd! 
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By fair example thus reliev'd, 

his golden leſſon he receiv'd: 
PRUDENCE and VIRTUE peace beſtow; 
The obſtinate nc'er want for woe.“ 


1 By juft examples form your mind, 
Or evil days expect to find. 
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E VAIN PURSUITS. 
| HERE the meads all with daiſi 1 
| 


rayA 1071 
were bright, 


And the trees all with bloſſoms array'd, [7 


| I faw in the viſions of night, 
Swift paſſing, a comely young maid. 
Thoug 
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Though courted by ev'ry delight 
That bloom'd in the ſpring time ſo fair, 
Yet wing'd inſects to catch in their ſlight, 
She made all her pleaſure and care. 


The May-fly or Butterfly's hues, 
Could ſtrike her with joy and delight; 

Thus trifles how often we chuſe | 
Whenwhat's greater eſcapes from our fight. 


But chiefly the frolickſome bee, 
From flow'ret to flow'ret ſhg chac'd; 
And reſtleſs ſhe tripp'd o'er the lea, 

Till ſhe caught the brisk ſtranger at laſt, 


What joy ſparkled then in her eyes, 

Till ſhe found by a quick throbbing ſmart, 
| That full dear ſhe had purchas'd the prize, 
>. | By the anguiſh ſhe felt at her heart. 


The wood-nymphs, who heard her complain, 
Declar'd it a warning 1n truth, 

From fuch idle puriuts to refrain, 
As waſte the dear moments of youth. 


ug E 3 Fot 
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For thoſe who ſo fondly (they ſaid) 
Pleaſure's honey expected to find, 

Would too oft, by their folly betray'd, V 
Fecl the ſling yet remainin chind. 


Ewil purſues the Trifler vain--= 
i leaſure's too dear if bought with Pain, 


; 

Mp 
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THOUGHT that the ſun had juſt roſe, 
On a ſweet-blooming morning in May, 
chile dull mortals awak'd from repoſe, 
And the birds all ſang blythe from the hl 
{pray ; 1 
When 
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When ſudden a ſummons was brought, Thel. 
Which the Swallow bore ſwift thro' the a V 
That ſuch for Preferment as ſought, \nd 
To the Eagle's high court ſhould repair Pr 
Oh then! far and near did they throng; Put « 
From eaſt, weſt, from "—_ and fro} H. 
north; e a 
All that boaſted of feather or ſong, Th 
Or were proud of their ſize or their wortlye;r] 


| Now far beyond thele the gay train, | 


The Peacock ambitiouſly ſhone; Ne 
Who inſolent, haughty, and vain, ho 
Diſplay'd his bright plumes to the ſun. | Al 
He ſaid he had greatneſs in view, All 5 
As much he deſerv'd above all; TI 
And it each had but what was his due, Whi. 
The Eagle ſhonld come at his call. Fo 
But more modeſt the warblers fo gay, [Whi 


Lark and Linnet, that ſing thro' the grov At 
The Nightingale, Queen of the ſpray, [Witt 
The Swan, and the ſweet Turtle-Dove: | H. 
The 


Fs 
hele, and numbers yet put in their claim, 
While the Peacock continu'd his ſtrain, 
und preſum'd by his colours and name 4 
Precedence o'er all to obtain! 
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But the brave watchful Cock, ſo renown'd, q 
His half-nameſake with juſtice reprov'd; l 
e aſk'd, where the merit was found, 

That ſhould render the Boaſter belov'd? 


Neither ſtrength, worth, nor courage (he 
ſaid), 

Nor ſweetneſs of ſong, was his ſhare, 

ho ſothaughtily lifted his head 

Above all the birds in the air! 


All ſwelling with anger and ſpite, # 
The proud-one now firſtſtrain'd his thr oar, k 

Vhich did beſt his wild folly requite, | 
For his hearers were ſcar'd by his note! 

While the Linnet, the Goldfinch, the Lark, 

And all who had merit ſo true, 

With ſweet Zug that can charm in the dark, 


Had each the applauſe that was due: 
And 
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And to theſe, (juſtly prais d) their reward 
Did the Eagle moſt princely provide; 

But the Peacock he vow'd to diſcard; 

So the Boaſter ſtood check'd in his pride. 


Loud empty vaunting ill 15 borne; 
And vanity produces ſcorn. 
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FANCIED that Summer was fled, 


And the ſeaſon of harveſt quite o'er, 


barns with rich plenty were ſpread, 


And the fruit-trees were {pail'd of their{tore : 


In 


n 3+ 4 
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In this latter ſeaſon I view'd 


A Butterfly drooping his wing, af 
Who once had fond pleaſure purſu'd, WI 
And revell du in {ſweets of the K 1 
From flow'ret to flow'ret he rang'd, In 
While May waken'd the frolickſome hours Sai 
But his Spring to October now chang'd, 3 
The rough thiſtle took place of his flow'rqhe FE 
Ah! where ſhould the wanderer rove? os 
He was left his fad fate to bemoan ! But 
In vain with his troubles he ſtrove; 
His ſhort day was departed and gone! Ife. 
The ſport of the rough winds and rain, 5 
Alas! he endeavour'd to live! hus { 
And often he ſought, but in vain, To 
The ſad ſhelter bare woodlands might give hile 


Thus as winter came forward apace, 
He happened an Ant to behold, _ 7 
Who with care had laid up in her place, | © 
Stores for ſeaſons fo nipping and cold. 


Ll. 
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ſe aſk?d her, How ſhe could endure 
The proſpect now barren and bare? 
When the Inſects no food could procure, 
And the tempeſts diſturb'd all the air?” 


49 "1 


In ſummer how did you, I pray,” 
J Said the Ant, ** the bright moments em- 
„ ploy?” | 
Jhe Butterfly anſwer'd, ** His way 1 
«« Was the preſent fair time to enjoy.” ll 


| — 4 


But I,” cry'd the Ant, “ did provide i 
For the future; and now, as you ſee, if 

fear not that want ſhould betide: i 

Mere youwiſe, you'd take pattern by me.“ N | 


hus ſhe ſpoke, and with prudence withdrew F! 
To her home and her plentiful ſtores; 
e hile the winds ſwept away as they blew, 
The poor Moth; - to be heard of no more! 


If idleneſs your Touth engage, 
Then look for poverty in Age. 
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| T STOO1N (as I dream'd) on a plain, 
While the ſetting ſun purpled the K 
The clouds look'd all louring with rain, 


And blue mitts were ſeen to ariſe: 
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Thilſt a Traveller, loft on his way, 

[ Full heavily often did grieve; 
»mplaining there was not a ray, 
As he wandered his fears to relieve. 


t thus as bewilder'd he ſtray d, 

In the horror and gloom of the night, 
e ſuddenly ſpy'd through the ſhade 

A glimmer of flattering light. 


s onward he haſtened, more clear 
He fancied he ſaw it ariſe; 

it when he at laſt would draw near, 
Before him it preſently flies! 


nwiſely he ſtays not to trace | proceed; 
7 From whence the bright flame might 


t follows, {till ſhitting his place, 


JW here the marſhes infiduous are ſpread! 


Is error, alas! then too plain 

He finds, and laments to his coſt!--- 
calls out for ſuccour in vain!--- 
Then finks;---and for ever 1s loſt! 


T 2 "I was 
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*T was a fire from the Moorlands that grew, 
Which has many, unhappy, deſtroy'd; 
{ Too like thoſe temptations whoſe view 
Charms,---to ruin you when they're e 
joy'd. 


Joulh never can too oft be told, 
That all which plitters is not gold. 
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DREAM'D a ſweet Damſel I view'd, 
Like a Fairy ſo pretty and young; 


And ſwift as her way the purſu'd, 
To ſoft muſic ſhe merrily ſung: 


F 3 


The 
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Wich looks ſtili as beauteous and kind, 
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The wood to the breeze bow'd apace, But v 
As if they her coming would greet; * Aj 
And the meadows in all their gay grace, MWhi 
Seem'd to ſtrew their fair lowers at her feet] T. 


In her courſe to a fountain ſhe came \ {to 
Whole banks with rich violets did glow; H 
In the ſtream they look'd purple the fame, No 


While new ſkies appear'd painted below !] A 


And there a fair Creature ſhe fees he 
3 


hat ſeems from the bottom to riſe; V 
Whoſe ſweetneſs the fancy could pleaſe, Lan 
Mhote beauty enchanted her eyes! V 


When ſhe bow'd, it appear'd as inclin'd 


Her ſmiles with due fondneſs to greet; 


And with kiſſes her kifles to meet! 


Impatient to claſp to her breaſt 

The ſhape ſo engaging and Hir, 
All thoughtleſs, ſtill forward the 1rolz?d, 
For {weet fancy had banith'd her care! 


— 
ut 
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But while downward thusthoughtleſsſhe bent, 
And eagerly graſp'd at the ſhade, 
Which ſeem'd bowing with mutual conſent, 
t.] The green bank her footing betray'd! 


\ſtoniſh'd, ſhe plung'd in the wave! 
Her joy and her ſafety were fled ! 
„No friend, no aſſiſtant to fave, 
And the waters © clos'd over her head.” 


The Fairies that dance there at night 

Who make in the green-wood their hall, 
Lament that a Damſel ſo bright, 

Was flatter'd fo ſoon to her fall. 


By Flatterers baits are often laid; 
Self-flatter'd, you are guite betray'd. 
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5 S I dream'd, by a rivelet's fide 


Began a diſpute in their pride, 
Each ſcorning precedence to yield: 


_ Methought all the trees of the field 
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The Cedar, the Oak, and the Pine, 
And the ſweet ſmelling Shrubs of the dale, 
All that ſtrength and fair comelineſs join, 
Stroveinenvy, whoſeclaim ſhould prevail. 


But at laſt in two companies plac'd, 

As chiefs of each troop on the green, 
With ſuperior excellence grac'd, 

The Laurel and Olive were ſeen. 


The firſt, of her conſequence proud, 
Aloft rear'd with boaſting her head, 
As above the low views of the crowd, 
And her leaves full of vanity ſpread; 


That they crown'd mighty captains of yore, 
She ſaid, was the crown of her pride; 
All which ſhe repeated, and more; 
While the Olive more modeſt reply'd : 


The claim of the Tree ſhe confeſt, 
The reward of high conqueſts to give; 

&« Pur (ſhe ſaid) they were ſurely more bleſt, 
* Who in caſc and full plenty could live: 


— 


And 
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And the leaves of the Laurel were ſeen 
Dread poifonous juice to diſtil; 

4 So the glorious, renown'd ever- green, 

& Had the power to ſicken and kill. 


« While the good that her fruit did impart, 
«« Sery'd the joys of mankind to increaſe; 
And the dowery ſhe brought, without art, 
| «© Was the bleſſing of plenty and peace.” 
The reaſon ſhe had on her ſide 
Well pleas'd all the trees of the field; 
| Whojudg'd, that all ſtrife ſer aſide, 
j To the Olive the Laurel ſhould yield, 


By Pride and Strife you'll be undone; 


"EO 8, * 9 5 „0 . a 7 5 
Aud Peace excetls a Baile cn. 
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TEMPTATION. 


SAW in a clear cryſtal ſtream, 
The ſwift fiſhes in frolickſome play, 

And gliding (J thought in my dream) 
While the ſun-beams enlivened the day. 
How | | 


His ruin whilſt others enjoy'd, | 
They beheld not the Angler's briſk arm; 
Which like arts to enſnare them employ'd, | 
And ſucceeded too well to their harm! 


While 
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How nimble they ſhew'd in their ſport ! 
How briſk in the ſwift watery race! 


And when pleaſed to their wiles to reſort, 


How cunning, and ſkill'd in the chaſe! 


And one of the largeſt I view'd, 
That ſeem'd o'er the reſt to bear ſway ; 
Petty monarch he look'd of the flood, 
And of little ones frequent made prey. 


Triumphant, and void of all care, 


 Heappear'd through the waters to glidey 


Nor ſaw he above in the air, 
The line which wav'd over the tide. 


Yet a Worm he full clearly perceiv'd, 
Nor imagin'd it was but a bait; 

He graſp'd at a prize he believ'd, 
And thus eagerly ruſh'd on his fate! 
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hile the ſun was obſcur'd by a cloud, 
Which a ſhade o'er the water had caſt, 
hey made haſte to the hook in a croud, 
With aſpring that at once prov'd their laſt, 


ſaw, and I pittied their kind, 
Thus thoughtleſs ruſhing on fate; 

o like to thoſe youths that we fir ! 

Repenting their follies too late! 


Betimes avoid temptations ſnare, 
| For growing ills work woe and care. 
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1 VIEW, in my ſleep, as I lay 
Reclin'd by the ſea beaten ſhore, 

A number of birds paſs'd away 

Who would vifit the food, and no more 


The 
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There one laid her eggs, as I found, 
To have them all hatch'd by the fun! 

But when ſhe return'd to the ground, 

How many were broken and gone! 


I faw, and moſt grievouſly blam'd, 
The Bird that fo careleſs could prove! 
As if from her pride the diſclaim'd, 
What moſt ſhe from duty ſhould love! 


But one who had heard me complain, 

And ſpoke in the language of truth, 
Bade me think if a conduct as vain, 

Did not mark the bad conduct of youth. 


When their time and what elſe ſhould be 
| 4 gear, 

* From childhood they ſquander away 
If the error is careleſſneſs here, 

With them what elle is it J pray? 
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” [ 64. Dreams in Lilliput. 
Methought 'twas a Fairy that ſpoke; 
And reaſon confirmed what ſhe ſaid: 
The dream fled ;---my ſlumber was broke, 
But the moral remain'd in my head. 


I hea time you waſte,---2vith careleſs hand 
You leave your treaſure in the ſand, 
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FALSE OPINIO 
S the ſhadows drew over my eyes 

And ſhut out the glare of the day, | 

My dreams made ſuch proſpects ariſe, 

As pictures bright colours diſplay. _ 1 

8 I be- 


| 
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I beheld a bright Damſel advance, 
With a wand and a glaſs in her hand; 
And behind her with ſong and with dance, 
Came' tripping a numerous band. 


Let I ſaw not what gave them ſuch joy, 


Since o'er barren waſtes ſtill they paſs'd; 
Nor gueſs'd what their hopes could employ 
To crown their long journey at laſt. 


But as I drew nearer, the train 
All various in humours I] found; 
Some leap'd as the ſkies they would gain, 
Some look'd downward and bent to the 
ground. 


Some glitter'd with ſilver or gold, 
While ſome of their rags ſcem'd as proud; 
Some preſs'd forward all noiſy and bold, 
Whilſt others were loſt in the croud. 


But each had ſome favourite toy, 


Some rattle or gew-gaw admir'd; 
Which furhiſh'd freſh pleaſure and joy, 
Nor yet of their haſte were they tir'd. 
Be- 
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| Their journey unhappy they clos'd, 
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Becauſe if they droop'd on their way, | 

She that led them her glats would preſent; | 
In a moment again they grew gay, 


And all wore the ſmiles of content. F 


For before it rich figures did paſs, |; 


In order moſt comely and gap; 
But, alas! at the turn of the glats, 
They melted and vaniſh'd away! 


As the clouds in the fair ſummer skies, 
- While the gazer admiring looks on; 
If the fun his aſſiſtance denies, 

Their colours are faded and gone! 


Thus to toils and to danger expos'd, 
Their miſtake when too late they ſur- 
vey'd; 


4 


And their ſun- ſhine was turn'd into ſhade! 


Only | 
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Only ſome by a matron were ſtay'd, f 

Call'd Reflexion: this leſſon ſhe taught: 
By opinion too haſty we are ſway'd;— 


But by reaſon we judge as we ought. 
/ * 


Where'er the raſh direct their will, 
Opinion varniſhes the ill. 
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* ISION XXII. 


NE evening I ſcarce clos'd my eyes, 
And ſhut out the flow parting light; 
When I ſaw a fair viſion ariſe, 

*® Whoſe beauty delighted my fight. 


x 
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A 


[ "Oo Dreams in Lilliput. 
As I wander'd (methought) on the green, 
Io young maidens diſputing, I ſaw; 
| So comely was cach in her mien, 

As well my attention might draw. 


The one had good humour and grace, 
With {peech that could charm every nr : 

| Though beauty ſhew'd not in her face, 
The gift of dame nature or art. 


| .. 
| The other full haughty appear'd, 

Her beauty ſhone bright like the day; 
But as her own praiſes ſhe heard, 
|. From the beſt ſhe turn'd proudly away, 
While theſe were diſputing the prize, 
| The proſpect roſe fair and ſerene; | 
| Though the glare of the day-light was gone, 


It [ 
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The moon-beam play'd ſoft and ſerene. 
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= the ſound of {ſweet mu C ak 
= The court of the Fairies ſo bright; * 
And the maidens were bid to diſcloſe © 
N | Their diſpute and pretenſions of right. 

| 5 On 
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On beauty one reſted her claim; 

- Which ſhe boaſted was made to command, 
Since mortals all bow'd at her name, 
+ Whom Pleaſure till led by the hand. 


But to plainneſs and modeſty's rule 
The other alone made pretence 

| As thoſe bred in Wiſdom's fair ſchool, 

har Will never by pride give offence. 


N 


By the touch- ſtone of Truth then diſplay'd, 
Which none to decerve has the skill, 
The worth now of each, was eflay'd, 
For ſuch was the fov'reigns high will. 


| Then faded her graces who ſo late, 


The charms of her beauty could boaſt; 
Thole charms all were clouded-by fate, 
And all her pretenſions were loſt ! 


But with freſh blooming glory and youth, 
The other fair Damſel was crown'd : 
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Thus Virtue was brighten'd by Truth, 
And Modeity juſtly renown'd. 


r 
1 | In ſplendour ſhe till ſhall remain, 
Whilſt age after age rolls away; 
Still new, vigour eternally gain, x 


And grow brighter as time ſhall decay. 


Be outward ſhew by Fools purſudinnn . 
Make it your fludy to be good. © 
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CONCLUSION? m 


'C UR Viſions ended, Reader, 0 we 
truſt, | 
- [You've read them over tei 
juſt; 
As in each Dream a Moral is deſign'd, 
Fit to be treaſured in the Youthful mind. 
ull many Faults that lead to many a Snare, 
In early days you may avoid by care; 
For ev'n in childhood firſt thoſe plahs are laid 
In riper years more full to be difplay'd | 
The prattling Boy, when at his mother's knee, 
Ofr gives us ſigns of what the Man will be; 
* Nancy = ſporting with] her doll,” we 
find, 
Shews all the tokens of the changeful mind: 
| Thoſe tempers which will govern you at 
N. length, 
Grow with your growth, and ſtrengthen 
k with your ſtrength;“ 
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CONCLUSION, 


'Ev'n from the time when firſt you N your 
breath, 5 

Hold on through age, nor leave you till 
your death. 

To learn betimes your paſſions to command, 

Obey ſuperiors---tempting faults withſtand; 

To practiſe prudence 1n your opening youth, 

And walk ftill ſtedfaſt in the ways of truth J| 

This was our aim; in pleaſing mode expreſt, 

The moral plain, in eaſy fable dreſt; 

Grateful the taſk, nor ſhall we grudge the 
pain, 

If happily our labour proves pour gain. 

So may we by the path with roſes ſtrew'd, 
Smiling conduct you in fair Virtue's road. 
Large volumes teach thoſe of maturer ſtate, 
The careful duties of the learned and great: 
And Litle Books to Little Folks diſplay 
The means, in time, to be as great as they. 
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